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American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC)
TNM Staging System for the Oropharynx (p16-) and Hypopharynx (8th ed., 2017)
(Not included: P16-positive (p16+) oropharyngeal cancers and nasopharyngeal cancer)

Regional Lymph Nodes (N)
Clinical N (cN) - Oropharynx {p16-) and Hypopharynx

NX
NO
N1
N2
N2a
N2b
N2c
N3
N3a

’ N3b

Regional lymph nodes cannot be assessed
No regional lymph node metastasis

Metastasis in a single ipsilateral lymph node, 3 cm or smaller in greatest dimension and
ENEL—]

Metastasis in a single ipsilateral node larger than 3 cm but not larger than 6 cm n
greatest dimension and ENE(-); or metastases in multiple ipsilateral lymph nodes, none
larger than 6 cm in greatest dimension and ENE(-);

or in bilateral or contralateral lymph nodes, none larger than 6 cm in greatest dimension
and ENE(-)

Metastasis in a single ipsilateral node larger than 3 cm but not larger than 6 cm in
greatest dimension and ENE(-)

Metastasis in multiple ipsilateral nodes, none larger than 6 cm in greatest dimension
and ENE(-)

Metastasis in bilateral or contralateral lymph nodes, none larger than 6 cm In greatest
dimension and ENE(-)

Metastasis in a lymph node larger than 6 cm in greatest dimension and ENE(-);
or metastasis in any node(s) and clinically overt ENE(+)

Metastasis in a lymph node larger than 6 cm in greatest dimension and ENE(-)
Metastasis in any node(s) and clinically overt ENE(+)

Note: A designation of “U" or "L" may be used for any N category to indicate metastasis above the lower border
of the cricoid () or below the lower border of the cricoid (L).
Similarly, clinical and pathological ENE should be recorded as ENE(-) or ENE(+).
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